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January 6, 1828 – Birth of Ward Hill Lamon on “the ridge” near Summit Point, Virginia.  Son of George Lamon and Elizabeth Ward Lamon.
  

1830 – Lamon’s family moved to Mill Creek (now Bunker Hill).  (Property now is on private property, not accessible to the public, and owned by D.L. Morgan Jr. Excavating Company.)
 

Spring of 1847 – Lamon and the family slave, Bob, moved to Danville, IL where Lamon was to study medicine under his cousin Theodore Lemon.

1847 – Lamon was first introduced to Abraham Lincoln.

Fall of 1849 – Attended law classes at the University of Louisville, in Kentucky.  Attorney O.L. Davis for whom he read law lent him the money to attend the classes.

March 5, 1850 – Lamon received a law liscense to practice law in the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

September 5, 1850 – Marriage in Allegheny County, Maryland to Angeline Turner of Shepherdstown, Virginia.  They moved to Danville, along with a Turner slave, Topsey.

January 7, 1851 – Lamon received a law liscense to practice law in Illinois.

1851 – Lamon developed law partnership with Joseph Peters in Danville, IL.

May 18, 1852 -- Dissolved partnership with Joseph Peters, as Peters moved to the south.

August 2, 1852 -- Birth of first daughter — Julia Hill Lamon.

November 10, 1852 -- Announcement in Illinois Citizen newspaper of law partnership of Ward Hill Lamon, Danville, and Abraham Lincoln, Springfield.

September 3, 1853 -- Death of first daughter, Julia Hill Lamon.  She is buried in Spring Hill Cemetery in Danville, IL.

November 4, 1856 -- Lamon elected prosecuting attorney for the 8th circuit of Illinois. Defeated Mr. Packard of Bloomington, 8611 votes to 7479.  His partnership with Lincoln dissolved shortly after that election.

1857 – 1861 Moved to a house on Center Street in Bloomington, IL.  Became law partner with Harvey Hogg.  Law office was above the Crother’s and Chew’s Drug store.

November 16, 1857 -- Birth of second daughter — Kate Lincoln Lamon.

September 4, 1858  -- Death of second daughter, Kate Lincoln Lamon.  She is buried in Spring Hill Cemetery in Danville, IL.

November 13, 1858 -- Birth of third daughter, Dorothy “Dolly” Lamon.

April 13, 1859  -- Lamon’s wife Angeline Turner died in Bloomington, IL. Funeral officiated by Rev. Harlow of the Bloomington Episcopal Church took place in the Lamon home.  Burial attended by members of the 8th circuit including Abraham Lincoln in the Evergreen Cemetery under the name of Angeline Turner.
  

May 1860 – Lamon attended Republican National Convention at Wigwam in Chicago, Illinois as member of the team who helped Abraham Lincoln secure the Republican nomination.

November 2, 1860 – Lamon’s sister, Elizabeth Virginia Lamon, (B -- 1844) died while visiting him in Danville. She is buried in the Spring Hill Cemetery in Danville, IL and shares a marker with Lamon’s two daughters, Julia Hill Lamon and Kate Lincoln Lamon.

November 6, 1860 – Voted in Danville and then went to Springfield, where he was with Abraham Lincoln at the Sangamon County Courthouse while Mr. Lincoln voted.  Later they waited at the Watson Saloon for election returns to come in from the telegraph office.
 

November 26, 1860 – Marriage of Ward Hill Lamon to Sarah (Sally) Logan, daughter of former Lincoln law partner Stephen Logan, in Springfield, IL.

January 1861 – Lamon was asked by Mr. Lincoln to accompany him to Washington, DC.

February 9, 1861 – the Governor of Illinois, Richard Yates, appointed and commissioned Lamon as aid-de-cap to the Commander of the Illinois State troops with the rank of Colonel (a ceremonial designation).
 

February 11-23, 1861 – Lamon accompanied Mr. Lincoln on the train to Washington, DC.

February 11, 1861 – Indianapolis, Indiana – Lamon was told by Jessie Dubois that “we entrust the sacred life of Mr. Lincoln to your keeping.  If you don’t protect, never return to Illinois, for we will murder you on sight.”  From that day forth, Lamon unofficially became Mr. Lincoln’s bodyguard.

February 21, 1861 – Continental Hotel, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania – met with Mr. Lincoln and Allan Pinkerton regarding plot to assassinate Mr. Lincoln when the train passed through Baltimore.  Lamon was appointed by Mr. Lincoln to sneak him through Baltimore in the middle of the night.

February 22, 1861 – Lamon took Mr. Lincoln from Harrisburg, PA. through Baltimore under disguise as a woman, successfully getting him safely through Baltimore in the middle of the night and into Washington, DC.

March 4, 1861 – Lamon was appointed by William Sheldon as assistant marshal of Lincoln Inauguration.  He worked with General Winfield Scott to provide security during the procession and at the Capitol under the direction of Benjamin B. French, marshal-in-chief.  Lamon attended dinner with outgoing President James Buchanan, his daughter Miss Harriet Lane, President and Mrs. Lincoln and a dozen others.  He also attended the Inaugural Ball.

March 24, 1861 – Lamon arrived in Charleston, SC as envoy for President Lincoln.  Lamon met with South Carolina Governor F. W. Pickens concerning status of Fort Sumter.

March 25, 1861 – Lamon met with Major Robert Anderson at Fort Sumter.

April 12, 1861 – Fort Sumter was shelled in the Charleston harbor.  The action began the civil war.  On the same day Ward Hill Lamon was sworn in as the U. S. Marshal of the District of Columbia.  With that position, he reported directly to the president.

April 22, 1861 – Lamon began enlisting volunteers to form a Virginia brigade to fight in the Union army, setting up recruiting headquarters in Williamsport, Maryland.  Troops recruited joined the Lamon Brigade eventually being known as the First Virginia Regular Union Volunteers.

July 26, 1861 – Term of office for Lamon as U.S. marshal officially began, with duties to oversee the federal prisons and prisoners of the district, including the Old Capitol Prison.

January 1862 – Lamon and his wife, Sally, rented Hoover House at the corner of I Street North and 15th Street West in Washington, DC, for the sum of $170 per month.

Summer 1862 – Lamon confronted two female spies in the Old Capitol Prison – Belle Boyd and Millie Pultz, both from Mill Creek, Virginia – Lamon’s boyhood home.
 

October 1-4, 1862 -- Accompanied President Lincoln on his trip to Sharpsburg, Maryland to encourage General McClellan to pursue General Robert E. Lee.  Lamon appears along with the president in one of Alexander Gardner’s photo taken at McClellan’s camp on that trip.  Lamon’s playing of the banjo on that trip later leads to controversy in 1864 election campaign.

1863 – Lamon and his wife, Sally, purchased house at 410 F. Street North, Washington, DC.

June 20, 1863 – West Virginia became a northern state, carved out of western Virginia, and Lamon’s birthplace (Summit Point) and boyhood home (Mill Creek) were no longer in the southern state of Virginia.

October 30, 1863 -- Letter from Judge David Wills, Gettysburg, sent to Washington asking Lamon to be marshal-in-chief of events at Nov. 19 for dedication of National Cemetery.

November 19, 1863 -- Served as marshal-in-chief of dedication of National Cemetery in Gettysburg including being master of ceremonies at cemetery and introducing President Lincoln.

June 1864 – Attended Republican National Convention in Baltimore. Carried letter of support from Mr. Lincoln naming Andrew Johnson as president’s choice for vice-president.  Lamon never had to bring the letter to the attention of the delegation as they already had nominated Johnson.

 

Fall 1864 – New York World newspaper published a report from the president’s visit to Sharpsburg in October 1862 accusing Lincoln of asking Lamon to sing a silly little song on his banjo while walking where the dead and wounded were piled the highest.  An anti-Lincoln political cartoon appeared in Harpers Weekly newspaper at that same time showing an insensitive president, while McClellan, his opponent in the upcoming election, was aiding an injured soldier.  Lamon explained that the event did not take place until two weeks after the battle, with no dead or injured present, and said it did not take place on the field of battle.

March 4, 1865 – Lamon was marshal-in-chief of the second Inaugural event.

April 9, 1865  -- Surrender of General Robert E. Lee to General Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox Courthouse.

April 11, 1865 – Lamon received a special assignment and a pass from President Lincoln to go to Richmond, Virginia.

April 14, 1865 – With Lamon not in town, President and Mrs. Lincoln attended a play at Ford’s Theater.  Metropolitan Police officer, John Parker, assigned to guard the president, left his post unguarded and John Wilkes Booth entered the box and shot President Lincoln.

April 15, 1865 -- President Lincoln died at Patterson House across the street from the theater.

April 18 - May 4, 1865 -- Lamon was marshal-in-chief of Lincoln funeral and Lincoln train back to Springfield, IL following basically the same route the inaugural train had taken in 1861.  Interment of the president and his son, Willie, occurred in Springfield, on May 4, 1865.

June 10, 1865 -- Lamon resigned as federal marshal and declined to serve in President Johnston’s Cabinet as Postmaster General.

September 1, 1866 -- Lamon acquired internal revenue liscense to practice law in the District of Columbia.  Became law partner of Judge Jeremiah Black and his son, Chauncey.

April 10, 1868 – Lamon was appointed special bearer of dispatches and was sent to Leon, Nicaragua to report to the U.S. Minister of Nicaragua, Mr. Dickinson.
 

September 17, 1869 -- Lamon acquired William Herndon’s Lincoln papers for the sum of four thousand dollars, with two thousand dollars paid down and two thousand to be paid later.

1872 – Lamon received $5000 payment from James R. Osgood and Company of Boston to publish “The Life of Abraham Lincoln – From his Birth to his Inauguration as President” by Ward Hill Lamon.  Lamon sold rights for $1500 to Chauncey Black to become co-owner of the Herndon documents. Black was assigned to write the book, and also agreed that Lamon’s name would appear in the book as the author, and not Black.

June, 1872 – “The Life of Abraham Lincoln: From His Birth to His Inauguration as President” by Ward Hill Lamon was published by James R. Osgood.  Fewer than two thousand copies of the book were sold.  The book received less than enthusiastic reviews.  Many copies were purchased by Robert Todd Lincoln, the president’s son who did not agree with sections of the book. Lamon said the timing was all wrong, that at that time the people wanted to hear about “Lincoln the God, not Lincoln the man”. The original 1872 book is out of print – but it was reprinted in 1999 by the University of Nebraska Press – ISBN 0-8032-7985X.
 

December 1873 -- Ward Hill Lamon’s mother, Elizabeth Ward Lamon, died in Virginia.

1875-1876 -- Lamon was supported in editorials in the Martinsburg, WV newspaper as a Republican candidate for Governor of West Virginia

July 27, 1876 – At Republican state convention in Parkersburg, WV, the four candidates for governor included General Witcher, Judge Smith, Ward Hill Lamon and General Nathan Goff.  Lamon agreed to drop out if General Goff was nominated.  General Goff got the nomination.

August 26, 1876 – Newspaper indicated there was interest in Lamon running for Congress in the 2nd District.

Sept. 1, 1876 – Lamon was nominated by the Republican Congressional Convention in Keyser, WV to run for Congress in the 2nd Congressional district of West Virginia.

Fall 1876 — Lamon ran for Congress against B.F. Martin.  Martin received 1840 votes to Lamon’s 1618.  

March 17, 1877 – Martinsburg newspaper supported Lamon for Governor of New Mexico.

April 14, 1877 – Lamon sought appointment as governor of New Mexico in a letter to James G. Blaire.

1879-1886 – Lamon and his wife Sally lived in Boulder, Colorado.

1880 – While living in Boulder Colorado, Lamon was visited by President Ulysses S. Grant.  The president told Lamon that the week following the surrender at Appomattox, General Grant was very concerned with Mr. Lincoln’s safety. Grant also told Lamon of two incidents on April 14, 1865 (the day Lincoln was shot) where President Grant and his wife had been approached by a man he was sure was John Wilkes Booth. Grant told Lamon that April 14, 1865 was the darkest day of his life.

October 14, 1880 – Dolly married William M. Carnahan, of Danville, IL at the Presbyterian Church in an event officiated by Rev. C. H. Little. The couple’s first child died in infancy.

1882 – Dolly’s second child, Ruth, was born.

January 14, 1886 -- Baby Ruth died in Washington DC of diphtheria.  She was buried in Washington, DC.

August 1, 1887 -- Lamon received a letter from Garfield University, Wichita, Kansas, asking him to endow a Ward Hill Lamon chair to the University for $25,000. The request had followed an article in the newspaper that Lamon had received $280,000 from a settlement of a law suit he had prosecuted for the Cherokee Indians for a $2,800,000 claim against the federal government that they had won in court.

October 23, 1888 -- Dolly received a divorce from the Vermilion Co. Circuit court from William Carnahan due to his abandonment of her and her daughter.

1891-1892 – Lamon traveled throughout Europe to seek relief from physical ailments relating to rheumatism and gout and for his wife’s ailments including tuberculosis at various spas.  They traveled to Carlsbad, Bohemia; Vienna, Austria; Le Claire, Egypt; and Berlin, Germany.
 

August 1892 – Sally Logan Lamon died in Brussels, Belgium.

May 7, 1893 -- Ward Hill Lamon died at his brother Robert’s home in Martinsburg, WV.

May 10, 1893  -- Funeral for Ward Hill Lamon was held at the Trinity Episcopal Church in Martinsburg, WV with internment in the Gerrardstown Presbyterian Cemetery in Gerrardstown, WV.

September 8, 1893 – Dolly Lamon and William “Uncle Billy” Morgan brought Ruth’s body to the Gerrardstown Presbyterian Cemetery in WV to be re-interred next to her grandfather, Ward Hill Lamon.

1895 – Dolly edited and published her father’s papers in a book called “Recollections of Abraham Lincoln, 1847-1865”.  The book is also out of print but had been republished by the University of Nebraska Press in 1994 and is available---ISBN 0-8032-7950-7.
    

Sept. 1, 1901 -- Lamon’s brother, John W. Lamon (B -- April14, 1826) died.  He is buried in family plot at Gerrardstown Presbyterian Church, in Gerrardstown.
 

March 20, 1903 -- William Morgan, Ward Hill’s brother-in-law died of an asthmatic condition in his home in Gerrardstown, WV.  Morgan was married to Ward Hill’s sister, Annie Lamon Morgan.  Annie and William Morgan had moved to Danville Illinois and had raised Lamon’s daughter Dolly after her mother died five moths after she was born.
  

August 1907 – Dolly married Dr. Xavier Teillard.
 

June 29, 1912 – It was reported in the Martinsburg, WV newspaper that Dr. and Mrs. Dolly Lamon Teillard recently sold some of Mrs. Teillard’s father’s memorabilia for $20,000. (This is when the papers were sold to George D. Smith.  They are now owned by the Huntington Library in San Marino, California. A collection of 2500 Ward Hill Lamon papers are there today.)
 

1921 – Dr. and Mrs. Teillard moved to France.

1934 -- Dr. Xavier Teillard died in France.

August 6, 1937 – Lamon’s brother, Charles W. Lamon (B -- January 21, 1859) died and is buried in the Gerrardstown Presbyterian Church Cemetery in Gerrardstown.

January 20, 1953 – Dolly Lamon Teillard, 93, died of a heart attack at her the home of her cousins, Robert and Virginia Gold, in Bunker Hill.  Her funeral was held at the St. Josephs Catholic Church in Martinsburg.  It was officiated by Right Rev. Msgr. F. P. Lacey.  She is buried in the family plot in the Gerrardstown Presbyterian Cemetery in Gerrardstown, WV.

May 2, 2007 – “The Virginian Who Might Have Saved Lincoln” published by Infinity Publishing, by author Bob O’Connor, a historical fiction story of Ward Hill Lamon’s relationship with Abraham Lincoln.
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